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SCHOLARLY 
COMMUNICATION 
AND SOCIAL 
JUSTICE



HELLO!
I am Franny Gaede
Head of Digital Scholarship Services 

at the University of Oregon. You can find 
me at @mfgaede on Twitter.
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1.
Libraries and 
scholarly 
communication

Why do libraries 
care about 

scholarly 
communication?
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ALL A LOT 
about the 

BENJAMINS

4



INFLATION
What if Netflix followed the same pattern 
as journals? How much would you pay for a 
standard subscription in 2039?
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$37.93/month

($21.30/month if it followed inflation instead)

6



INFLATION
So what will cost look like for a major 
journal subscription? Let’s look at the 
University of Saskatchewan...
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University of Saskatchewan 
Taylor & Francis Journal 
Annual Subscriptions (USD)

2.5% increase
(inflation)

5.5% increase
(current rate)

2016 $346,114.61 $346,114.61

2026 $443,055.96 $591,213.75

2036 $567,149.09 $1,009,878.50
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2.
Scholarly 
communication 
and social 
justice

So where 
does the 

social justice 
part come 

in?
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“Even today, 
downloading one 
of the papers 
would cost a 
physician here 
$45, about half a 
week’s salary.”
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“As a student at a small 
university in Armenia, 
the availability of 
research papers was so 
limited that he often 
had to save money to 
make trips to Bogotá to 
access biological 
collections, articles, and 
databases only 
available to him at 
natural history 
museums and libraries 
at the capital city.”
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“He found trouble 
when he took 
part in efforts to 
release 
information to 
the public that he 
felt should be 
freely available.”
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Article 19 of the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights



3.
Libraries, 
scholarly 
communication, 
& social justice

So what are 
libraries 

doing about 
all of this?
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17

Breaking up 
with “big deals”
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Helping
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Support



20

New



21

Publishing



22

Models
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Providing 
infrastructure 

for new 
journals
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Providing 
infrastructure for 
the intellectual 
output of the 

university
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Providing 
services to 

support needs in 
growth areas 

such as...
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Providing 
services to 

support needs in 
growth areas 

such as...
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Digital scholarship and 
data-driven approaches are 

changing our notions of 
what scholarship is and can 

be.
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OPEN

ALL



THANKS!
You can find me at @mfgaede on Twitter & 
mfgaede@uoregon.edu
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